AL-HALLAJ: STORIES OF HIS LIFE
AND EXCERPTS FROM HIS WRITINGS

Eric Schroeder, Muhammad's Pecple (Bound Wheelright Co.), © Eric
Schroeder, 1955, pp. 532-541, 552-554. Reprinted by permission of
Margaret F. Schroeder.

Husayn ibn Manstr al-Hallaj (244/858-309/922) was one of the most
remarkable figures in early Sufism. t_lall‘a'j was executed in Baghdad by
officlals of the CAbbasid court, after several trials and years of imprison-
ment, and his execution was sanctioned by a Jjuristic declsion approved by
a majority of contemporary jurists. His most famous utterance, ana al—hagg'
("I am the Truth") has been popularly considered as the cause of his ]
execution, although in fact he was charged with advocating a symbolic
substitution for the pilgrimage to Mecca. Once a student of the leading
Sufis of Baghdad, Hall@j was disavowed by them in public for having broken
the discipline of secrecy. His wide travelling, public preaching, and
unusual behavior led the authorities alsoc to charge him with being an agent
of the Isma“i11 insurgents known as the Qarmatis.

In the following selection, excerpts from Halldj's ovn writings are
given, including the striking portrait of Satan as the fallen lover of God
(pp. 532-3), and Hallai's theology of union with God (p. 536). The anecdotes
about Hall3j, collected by his followers sbout fifty years after his contro-
versial death, illustrate his unusual behavior and ingenuity (the answer
to the riddle on p. 535, in Arabic, is pamusi, "My law", which becomes ana

musd, "I am Moses"). Hall3dj's strange desire to be declared anathema and be

killed for the sake of religion is alsoc shown here. The account of his
martyrdom is one of the most well-known events in the history of Sufism.
Later poetic tradition in Arabic, Persian, Turkish, and in a variety of Indic
vernaculars, celebrated "Manglir" as the martyr of mystical love. Author of
exquisite poemé and recondite treatises, Halla)j remains to this day a
disturbing and challenging figure.
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